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CHOICE  STEERS  SOLD  OUT  OF  FIRST  HANDS,  CHOICE  LAMBS  195S  TO  DATE, 
CHOICE  AND  PRIME  PRIOR  YEARS.  BARROWS  AND  GILTS  ALL  WEIGHTS. 


U.  S.   DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 


NEG.  8293  -  60  (12)       AGRICULTURAL   MARKETING  SERVICE 


Market  prices  for  slaughter  steers 
generally  exceed  those  for  hogs  and 
lambs.  Steer  prices  were  especially 
favorable  relative  to  hog  prices  in  1952 
and  1959.  Because  slaughter  lamb  and 
steer  prices  tend  to  follow  similar 
patterns, their  ratio  has  been  relatively 
stable. 

Early  in  1960  Choice  steers  sold 


for  twice  as  much  per  100  pounds  live - 
weight  as  barrows  and  gilts.  This 
ratio  declined  during  the  year  as  hog 
prices  increased.  In  recent  weeks 
barrow  and  gilt  prices  have  often  been 
above  lambs  causing  the  steer-hog 
price  ratio  to  drop  below  the  steer- 
lamb  ratio. 
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PRICES  OF  CORN  AND  HOGS 
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AVERAGE  PRICES  RECEIVED  BY  FARMERS 
U.S.  DEPARTMENTOF   AGRICULTURE  NEG.   5509-60  (12)    AGRICULTURAL   MARKETING  SERVICE 


Prices  of  com  have  varied  seasonally  but  trenaed  only  slightly  lover  for  the 
last  several  years.    Hog  prices  declined  during  195^  and  1959  "but  have  since  climhed 
to  an  above-normal  relationship  to  the  price  of  com.    Hogs  -vrill  likely  continue  above 
average  relative  to  com  at  least  during  the  first  half  of  196I. 
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Meat  consumption  has  trended  sharply  upward  during  the  last  10  years  due  prima- 
rily to  increases  in  beef.     Total  consumption  per  person  is  expected  to  set  a  nev  high 
in  1961,  about  h  pounds  more  than  the  I6I  pounds  consumed  in  I96O.    The  gain  will  again 
be  largely  in  beef. 
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SUMMARY 


The  livestock  industry  this  fall  has  featured — 

(1)  A  sharply  reduced  level  of  hog  slaughter and  relatively  favorable 
prices  following  the  reduction  in  the  number  of  spring  pigs. 

(2)  Generally  larger  marketings  of  other  meat  animals  than  in  1959 • 

(3)  Strengthening  of  cattle  prices,  "*^ich,  for  most  classes,  are  near  or 
above  those  of  a  year  earlier. 

(k)  A  decline  in  lamb  prices  with  prices  continuing  below  last  yearns 

level. 

(5)  Total  meat  production  in  recent  months  down  from  a  year  ago  due  to 
smaller  pork  output. 

Hog  production  is  increasing  and  will  result  in  a  larger  pork  output  in 
the  last  half  of  I961  than  in  i960.    The  I960  fall  pig  crop  was  down  3  percent, 
but  as  of  December  1  producers  planned  to  increase  the  spring  pig  crop  5  percent. 
The  gain  will  be  somewhat  larger  in  early  farrowings  according  to  present 
intentions.    However,  the  entire  spring  crop  would  be  smaller  relative  to 
population  than  in  any  postwar  year  except  i960.    No  severe  decline  in  hog  prices 
is  expected  in  the  fall  of  I961,  although  prices  will  be  appreciably  less  than 
this  past  fall. 

Hog  prices  have  held  up  better  this  fall  than  usual  as  slaughter  has 
lagged  sharply  behind  year-earlier  levels .    The  average  price  to  farmers  for  hogs 
in  December  was  $l6.20  per  100  pounds,  $^+.90  above  a  year  earlier.  Slaughter 
will  continue  below  a  year  ago  d\iring  the  next  few  months  although  the  margin 
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will  narrow  as  the  3  percent  smaller  fall  pig  crop  is  marketed      Prices  are 
expected  to  be  above  a  year  earlier  this  winter  and  may  fluctuate  within  rel- 
atively narrow  limits.     Price  discounts  for  overweight  will  widen  if  farmers 
continue  to  stretch  out  the  feeding  period  for  hogs. 

Market  supplies  of  fed  cattle  this  winter  probably  will  be  a  little 
larger  than  last,  but  grass  cattle  will  provide  much  of  the  expected  increase 
in  total  cattle  slaughter.    The  number  of  cattle  and  calves  on  feed  October  1, 
i960,  in  26  feeding  States  was  only  1  percent  larger  than  October  1959.  Since 
then,  marketings  of  fed  steers  and  heifers  have  been  down  slightly.  Feeder 
cattle  sales  and  shipments  indicate  the  number  placed  on  feed  since  October  1 
was  probably  about  the  same  as  last  fall.    Hence,  the  number  of  cattle  and 
calves  on  feed  January  1  will  likely  be  close  to  last  Januaiy,    This  winter, 
cattle  prices — including  fed  cattle- -will  likely  continue  close  to  or  a  little 
above  current  prices . 

t 

The  i960  lamb  crop  was  up  2  percent.     Sheep  and  lamb  slaughter  since 
July  has  been  about  10  percent  larger  than  in  the  same  period  in  1959-  The 
number  of  sheep  and  lambs  on  feed  for  winter  and  early  spring  market  this 
year  is  not  expected  to  differ  greatly  from  the  number  on  feed  on  January  1, 
i960.     Hence,  total  lamb  marketings  this  winter  will  likely  be  close  to  a 
year  earlier.    Some  seasonal  uptrend  in  lamb  prices  seems  probable  this  winter. 

Total  meat  consumption  in  1960  was  about  161  pounds  per  person,  a  pound 
or  so  more  than  in  1959-     This  uptrend  will  continue  in  1961  and  consumption  of 
meat  of  about  165  pounds  may  set  a  new  high.    Most  of  the  prospective  U-pound 
gain  will  come  in  the  last  half  of  the  year  and  will  be  due  to  larger  beef 
supplies . 

Average  retail  meat  prices  are  currently  a  little  above  a  year  earlier, 
as  higher  pork  prices  more  than  offset  lower  beef  prices.    Retail  prices  this 
winter  will  likely  average  a  little  above  a  year  earlier  but  will  drop  below  ^ 
later  as  increasing  pork  production  brings  lower  prices . 

Late  in  i960,  the  Department  of  Agriculture  purchased  about  kS.k  mil- 
lion pounds  of  frozen  groimd  beef,  33-2  million  pounds  of  canned  beef  and 
i^■2,000  pounds  of  frozen  ground  lamb  for  distributuon  to  schools  participating 
in  the  National  School  Lunch  Prograjn.    Also,  23-1  million  poimds  of  lard  were 
purchased  for  donation  to  needy  persons  and  institutions .    Meat  purchases  for 
schools  and  lard  purchase  programs  were  suspended  in  November. 

REVIEW  AND  OUTLOOK 

i960  Spring  Pig  Crop  Down  17  Percent 

The  i960  spring  pig  crop  totaled  U7.I  million  head,  a  decrease  of  9i 
million  pigs  from  a  year  earlier.    Early  farrowings  were  down  18  percent;  late 
farrowings,  down  ih  percent.    The  total  spring  crop  was  down  17  percent,  as 
the  number  of  pigs  per  litter  also  declined  slightly.    An  average  of  6.96  pigs 
were  saved    per  litter,  compared  with  7.08  pigs  per  litter  in  the  1959  spring 
crop  (Table  l) . 
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Hog  Marketings  Later  than  Usual 

Commercial  hog  slaughter  from  September  through  Decemher  was  ahout 
ih  percent  smaller  than  in  these  months  a  year  earlier.    This  reduction  in 
slaughter  is  smaller  than  in  the  spring  pig  crop  and  is  largely  due  to  delayed 
marketings  of  I959  fall  crop  pigs.    The  prospect  of  a  relatively  favorable 
summertime  price  encouraged  farmers  to  adjust  feeding  programs  so  that  more 
hogs  woiild  reach  market  weights  during  summer  months.    As  a  result  of  this 
stretch-out^  fall  crop  pigs  were  slaughtered  later  than  usual  and  at  heavier 
weights.    Since  July,  the  average  weight  of  hogs  slaughtered  in  commercial 
plants  has  been  above  a  year  earlier.    In  August,  the  average  weight  was  236 
poimds,  k  pounds  above  a  year  earlier. 

The  longer  feeding  period  is  also  evident  in  inventories,  as  farmers 
apparently  marketed  a  smaller  part  of  their  spring  pig  crop  by  the  end  of  I960 
than  they  did  in  the  past  few  years.    On  December  1,  the  number  of  hogs  on 
farms  in  10  of  the  Corn  Belt  States  was  only  3  percent  smaller  than  the  previous 
December.    The  number  under  6  months  of  age  was  nearly  the  same,  the  number  of 
6  months  old  and  older  was  down  7  percent  from  a  year  earlier.    Since  the  num- 
ber 6  months  and  older  included  a  laiger breeding  herd,  the  decrease  in  barrows 
and  gilts  for  slaughter  was  probably  down  12  to  ih  percent. 


Weight  Discounts  to  Widen 

Apart  from  the  transfer  of  slaughter  supplies  from  1960  into  I96I,  de- 
layed marketings  during  the  next  several  months  will  add  extra  weight  and 
could  lead  to  wider  price  discounts  than  usual  for  heavy  hogs.    This  does  not 
necessarily  mean  that  the  producer  would  not  profit  from  a  longer  feeding  peri- 
od.   Conditions  that  stimulate  an  expansion  in  hog  production — prospects  for 
higher  hog  prices  in  the  future,  a  favorable  hog-com  price  ratio  or  both — 
usually  favor  heavier  slaughter  weights.    However,  any  price  discount  for  over- 
weight applies  to  total  live wei^t.  and  not  just  to  weight  added.    If  hog  prices 
are  relatively  stable  the  adaed  weight  may  more  than  offset  a  price  discount 
and  added  feed  costs. 

The  average  live  wei^tof  barrows  and  gilts  at  8  midwestern  markets 
dropped  below  a  year  earlier  late  in  1959*    Weights  continued  at  or  below  a 
year  earlier  through  April  1960  when  prices  rose  and  producers  became  more 
optimistic  about  the  outlook  for  hogs.    Since  April  weights  have  been  above  a 
year  earlier.    Price  discounts  have  widened  seasonally  this  fall  and  in  Decem- 
ber were  wider  than  last  December  and  also  wider  than  usual  for  this  time  of 
year. 

December  Hog  Prices  $4. 90 
Above  A  Year  Ago 

Hog  prices  have  traced  an  unusual  pattern  during  the  last  several  months 
and  have  not  declined  as  they  usually  do  at  this  time  of  year.      The  average 
price    of    barrows    and    gilts    at    8    midwestern    markets  rose    to    a    peak  of 
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Table   1. --Number  of  sows  farrowing,  pigs  saved  and  pigs  saved  per  litter, 
spring  and  fall  pig  crops,  by  regions,  I955  to  date 

SPRING  PIG  CROP 


Year 

:      North  : 

North 

Central 

:  South 

:  South 

[  Western 

:  United 

:  Atlantic  : 

East 

;  West 

:  Atlantic 

:  Central 

:  States 

Sows  farrowing: 

1955 
1956 
1957 
1958 
1959 

1960  1/ 

1961  2/ 


1,000  head      1,000  head      1,000  head      1,000  head    1,000  head 


139 
139 
118 
106 
110 
110 
10k 


2,h0h 
2,3^3 
2,207 
2,180 
2,335 
2,095 
2,138 


4,247 
3,572 
3,371 
3,537 
3,881 
3,149 
3,435 


606 
623 
607 
597 
659 
549 
530 


780 
826 
754 
713 
843 
722 
707 


171 
152 
137 
148 
168 
l4o 
149 


8,347 
7,655 
7,194 
7,281 
7,996 
6,765 
7,063 


Pigs  saved: 

1955 

937 

16,678 

29,630 

^,019 

5,220 

1,126 

57,610 

1956 

911 

16,306 

25,279 

4,l4l 
4,134 

5,492 

995 

53,124 

1957 

819 

15,745 

24,485 

5,131 

949 

51,263 

1958 

732 

15,409 

25,398 

3,985 

4,800 
5,783 

1,030 
1,167 

51,354 

1959 

764 

16,593 

27,759 

^,55^ 

56,620 

i960  1/ 

757 

l4,64o 

22,223 

3,7^2 

4,787 

955 

47,104 

1961 

2/  49,500 

Nvunber 

Number 

Number 

Number 

Number 

Number 

Number 

Pigs  saved  per 


litter:  : 

1955 

6.68 

6.94 

6.98 

6.63 

6.69 

6.63 

6.90 

1956  : 

6.58 

6.96 

7.08 

6.65 

6.65 

6.55 

6.94 

1957  : 

6.88 

7.13 

7.26 

6.81 

6.81 

6.87 

7.12 

1958  : 

6.85 

7.07 

7.18 

6.68 

6.73 

6.95 

7.05 

1959  : 

6.92 

7.11 

7.15 

6.91 

6.86 

6.94 

7.08 

i960    1/  : 

6.86 

7.00 

7.06 

6.82 

6.63 

6.82 

6.96 

1961  : 

2/  7.00 

FALL  PIG  CROP 


Sows  farrowing: 

1955 
1956 
1957 
1958 
1959 

i960  1/ 


Pigs  saved: 
1955 
1956 
1957 
1958 
1959 

i960  1/ 


1,000  head      1,000  head      1,000  head 


1,000  head      1,000  head 


head 


119 

108 
96 
98 

103 
94 


809 
738 
659 
679 
715 
648 


1,893 
1,789 
1,760 
1,957 
2,028 
1,972 


12,995 
12,^3 

12,522 

l4,206 
14,306 
14, 048 


2,225 
1,982 
2,006 
2,493 
2,553 
2,535 


15,199 
14,102 
14,472 
17,971 
17,845 
17,731 


494 
495 
492 
512 
530 
475 


3,282 
3,356 
3,300 
3,554 
3,649 
3,293 


733 

688 
641- 

693 
768 
701 


^,931 
4,649 

^,339 
4,834 
5,245 
4,836 


135 
119 
117 
134 
146 
l4l 


903 
8o4 
807 
935 
1,015 
994 


-5,599 
5,181 
5,112 
5,887 
6,128 
5,918 


38,119 
36,302 

36,099 
42,179 
42,775 
41,550 


Lgs  saved  per 

Number 

Number 

Number 

Number 

Nimber 

Number 

Number 

litter : 

1955 

6.79 

6.86 

6.83 

6.64  - 

6.73 

6.66 

6.81 

1956 

6.80 

7.07 

7.12 

6.79 

6.76 

6.72 

7.01 

1957 

6.81 

7.11 

7.21 

6.71 

6.77 

6.86 

7.06 

1958 

6.90 

7.26 

7.21 

6.95 

6.98 

7.00 

7.17 

1959 

6.90 

7.05 

6.99 

6.89 

6.83 

7.02 

6.98 

i960  1/ 

6.86 

7.12 

6.99 

6.94 

6.90 

7.03 

7.02 

1/  Preliminary. 

2/  Number  indicated  to  farrow  from  intentions  as  of  December  1,  I960.  Average  number  of  pigs  per 
litter  with  allowance  for  trend  used  to  calculate  indicated  number  of  pigs  saved. 
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Table  2. -Number  of  sows  farrowing  and  percentage  distribution 
by  months,  spring  and  fail  sc^ason.  United  States^  I955  to  date 


Sows  farrowing,  spring 


Yesir 

Dec . 

Jan . 

Feb .  * 

Mar . 

Total 

:  1,000 

1;000 

1  000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1.000 

:  head 

head 

head 

head 

head 

head 

head 

1955 

:  305 

675 

1.517 

2  , 306 

2,254 

1  290 

8.347 

1956 

:  395 

72i+ 

1,420 

2.156 

1.914 

1,046 

7>655 

1QS7 

:  382 

695 

1.310 

1.986 

1,811 

a, 010 

7.194 

1958 

:  410 

790 

1,480 

1,869 

1,706 

1,026 

7-281 

1959 

539 

985 

1.529 

2,048 

1.853 

1,042 

7.996 

i960 

759 

1,251 

1.704 

1.599 

958 

6.765 

Percentage  distribution  of  spring  farrowlngs 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

1955 

3.7 

8.1 

18.2 

27.6 

27.0 

15.4 

100 

1956 

5.2 

9A 

18.5 

28.2 

25.0 

13.7 

100 

1957 

5.3 

9.7 

18.2 

27.6 

25.2 

14.0 

100 

195b 

5.6 

10.9 

20.3 

25.7 

23.4 

14.1 

100 

1959 

6.8 

12.3 

19.1 

25.6 

23.2 

13.0 

100 

i960 

7.3 

11.2 

18.5 

25.2 

23.6 

14.2 

100 

Sows  farrowing /'fall 

June 

July  ; 

Aug.  ; 

Sept .  • 

Oct .  ; 

Nov. 

•  Total 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

head 

head 

head 

head 

head 

head 

head 

1955  ' 

755 

832 

1,378 

1.479 

796 

359 

5.599 

1QS6 

666 

711 

l,26i^ 

1,411 

762 

367 

5.181 

1957 

735 

759 

1,183 

1.330 

744 

361 

5.112 

1958 

829 

912 

1,400 

1,504 

820 

422 

5.887 

1959 

954 

978 

l,4l4 

1.559 

808 

415 

6,128 

i960  : 

887 

881^ 

1,306 

1.522 

873 

446 

5,918 

Percentage  distribution  of  fall  farrowings 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent  Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

1955  : 

X3.5 

24.6 

26.4 

14.2 

6.4 

100 

1956  : 

12.9 

13.7 

24.4 

27.2 

14.7 

7.1 

100 

1957  : 

\hX 

14.8 

23.1 

26.0 

14.6 

7.1 

100 

1958  : 

11^. 1 

15.5 

23.8 

25.5 

13.9 

7.2 

100 

1959  ' 

15.5 

16.0 

23.1 

25.4 

13.2 

6.8 

100 

i960  : 

15.0 

14.9 

P2.1 

25.7 

14.8 

7.5 

100 
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$18.03  per  100  pounds  the  first  week  in  August  but  dropped  sharply  for  several 
weeks  in  response  to  increasing  slaughter  supplies  and  heavy  withdrawals  of  pork 
from  cold  storage.    Prices  then  rose  steadily  during  September  and  early  Octo- 
ber, to  average  $17.87  the  week  ending  October  15-    Since  then  prices  have 
trended  only  slightly  lower  despite  some  seasonal  gain  in  marketings,  and  the 
final  week  in  December  averaged  $17.36  per  100  pounds.    The  average  price  to 
farmers  for  hogs  in  December  was  $l6.20  per  100  pounds,  ^k.^Q  above  December 
1959. 

The  unusual  strength  of  the  fall  hog  market  can  perhaps  be  best  illus- 
trated by  pointing  out  that  commercial  hog  slaughter  in  November  was  9  per- 
cent smaller  than  in  November  1959  and  the  average  price  to  producers  for  hogs 
was  up  37  percent.    During  this  period  total  meat  production  averaged  below  a 
year  earlier.    Part  of  the  increased  demand  for  pork  may  have  been  in  antici- 
pation of  well -sustained  prices  during  the  early  months  in  1961.    Cold  storage 
stocks  had  been  reduced  to  a  relatively  low  level  by  November  1  and  withdrawals 
presumably    would  not  be  a  price  depressing  factor  in  the  months  ahead.  Con- 
sumer incomes  had  eased  off  but  were  well  above  the  final  quarter  of  1959. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  hog  slaughter  in  November  was  31  percent 
larger  than  in  July,  yet  farmers  received  the  same  average  price  for  hogs-- 
$16.60  per  100  pounds.    Much  of  this  difference  is  explained  by  a  stronger 
seasonal  demand  for  pork,  but  part  is  due  to  other  factors. 

Hog -Com  Price  Ratio  Up 

As  com  prices  have  held  relatively  stable,  the  hog -corn  price  ratio 
has  been  unusually  favorable  this  past  fall  (table  5)'    The  ratio  (farm  basis) 
in  November  was  19.2,  a  record  for  that  month. 

Winter  Hog  Prices  To 
Stay  Above  Last  Winter 

Hog  slaugher  this  winter  will  continue  below  last  winter,  and  prices 
will  likely  hold  well  above  year-earlier  levels .    The  makeup  of  December  1 
inventories  in  10  States  indicates  that  the  difference  in  marketings  from  a 
year  earlier  will  narrow  during  late  winter  and  early  spring.    Hence,  unlike 
the  rising  trend  early  in  I960,  hog  prices  may  weaken  during  the  first  few 
weeks  in  I961  but  could  hold  fairly  close  to  present  levels  during  the  next 
several  months. 

1961  Sprlog  Crop  Up  5  Percent 

A  1961  spring  pig  crop  of  ^9-5  million  head,  5  percent  larger  than  in 
i960,  is  in  prospect  based  on  farmers'  intentions  of  k  percent  more  sows  and 
gilts  to  farrow  and  on  a  slight  gain  in  the  number  of  pigs  saved  per  litter. 

The  k  percent  gain  in  1961  spring  farrowings  is  largely  accounted  for 
by  increases  in  the  North  Central  Region.    These  States  and  the  West  as  a 
group  planned  increases  of  6  percent.    The  North  Atlantic,  South  Atlantic, 
South  Central  Regions  planned  decreases  2  to  6  percent. 
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Table 


3.— Average  weight  of  barrows  and  gilts  at  8  markets,  and 
price  spread  by  weights  at  Chicago,  I956  to  date 


Average  live  weight, 
8  markets 


Price  spread  240-270  lb.  from 
200-220  lb.  at  Chicago 


i960 

:  1959 

:  1958 

:  1957 

:  1956 

:  i960 

1959 

:  1958 

:  1957 

:  1956 

Lb. 

Lb. 

Lb. 

Lb. 

Lb. 
~— 

Pol. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

January- 

232 

238 

232 

232 

231 

-.63 

-.83 

-.82 

-.55 

-.99 

February 

228 

232 

228 

229 

227 

-.3^ 

-.50 

-.38 

-.53 

March 

229 

229 

229 

230 

224 

-.23 

-.32 

-.31 

-.29 

-.18 

April 

232 

232 

233 

230 

223 

-.36 

-.51 

-.66 

-.38 

-.28 

May 

23^+ 

231 

23U 

230 

223 

-.82 

-.82 

-.75 

-.72 

-.37 

June 

232 

229 

229 

226 

221 

-.67 

-.75 

-.77 

-.83 

July 

228 

221 

219 

215 

217 

-.58 

-.12 

-.29 

-.36 

-.38 

August 

223 

216 

21k 

208 

211 

-.20 

.09 

.10 

.08 

-.07 

September  ' 

222 

218 

218 

210 

214 

.00 

i 

.07 

-.06 

.19 

.02 

October 

225 

22k 

22k 

218 

217 

-.09 

-.02 

-.27 

-.10 

-.12 

November 

231 

228 

230 

225 

223 

-.31 

-.18 

-.69 

-.40 

-.44 

December 

232 

230 

233 

229 

227 

-1.08 

-.95 

-  1.14 

-.81 

-.58 

Average  : 

229 

228 

227 

224 

222 

-.44 

1/ 

-.15 

-.51 

-.38 

-.36 

i/  Price  spread  for  220-240  pound  and  200  220  barrow  and  gilt, 
Compiled  from  data  of  Market  News,  Livestock  Division. 


Table   4. — Average  weight  of  slaughter  steers,  and  price  spread 
between  weight  groups,  Chicago,  1956  to  date 


Month 

I                  Average  live  weighty 
1                         all  grades 

Price  spread  Choice  steers, 
1100-1300  lb.  from  900-1100  lb. 

:  i960 

1959 

1958 

1957 

1956 

i960 

1959 

1958 

1957 

1956 

1,176 
1,174 
1,169 
1,150 
1,150 
1,150 
1,158 
1,153 
1,152 
1,153 

1,164 
1,166 


1,19^ 
1,187 
1,168 
1,1^9 
1,162 
1,165 
1,166 
1,163 
1,158 
1,151 
1,152 
1,158 


l,l4l 
1,129 
1,117 
1,118 

1,119 
1,132 
1,138 
1,1^3 
1,1^5 
1,161 
1,175 
1,190 


1,148 
1,157 
1,151 
l,lk3 
l,l4o 
1,136 
1,120 
1,124 
1,126 
1,131 
1,138 
l,l4l 


1,15^ 
1,166 

1,151 

l,l4l 

1,125 
1,13^ 
1,125 
1,109 
1,109 
1,115 
1,129 
1,143 


.35 
.48 
.03 
.16 
.14 
.18 
.10 
.16 
.22 
.19 
.31 
42 


-.55 
-.38 
-.03 
.23 
.10 
-.11 
-.44 
-.10 
-.10 

-.07 

-.12 
-.41 


-.29 
.08 
.28 
.73 
.67 
.29 
-.03 
-.01 
-.24 
-.30 
-.62 
-.57 


-.40 
-.25 

.02 
-.12 

.07 
-.03 

.08 

.26 
.09 
-.10 
.04 


-1.04 

-.73 
-.20 
-.10 
-.02 
-.04 
-.01 
.26 
.64 
.53 
.63 
.11 


IA60       1,164     1,144       1,137     1,13^  -.15 


17 


.01 


Compiled  from  data  of  Market  News,  Livestock  Division. 
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Table  5  • — Prices  received  "by  farmers  for  hogs  and  com,  hog-com 
price  ratio  and  com  support  prices,  Aug. -Nov.,  195^  to  date 


Hog  price,  per  100  po\inds 


Com  price,  per  bushel 


Year 

:  Aug. 

:  Sept.  : 

Oct.     :  Nov. 

:  Aug.  : 

Sept. 

:    Oct.     :  Nov. 

:  Pol. 

Pol. 

Pol.  Pol. 

Pol. 

Pol. 

Pol.  Pol. 

1Q56 

1957 
1958 

i960 

:  16.20 
:  20.20 
:  20.80 
.  13.80 
:  16. 1^.0 

15.70 
19.10 
19.90 
13.30 
15.60 

15.50  llf.30 
17.00  16.60 
18.50  17.90 
12.60  12.10 
15.90  16.60 

1.23 
1.18 

1.13 
1.07 

1.^3 
1.15 
1.13 
1.09 
1.06 

1.19  1.21 
1.06  .985 

1.04  .942 

.990  .982 
.991  .866 

Hog-com  price  ratio 

Qom  support  price 
per  bushel  l/ 

Aug. 

:    Sept . 

:    Oct.  : 

Nov. 

;       For       ;    For  non- 

\  compliers  *  compliers 

Pol. 

Pol. 

1956  \ 

1957  ' 

1958  ' 

1959 
i960  ' 

11.2 
16.4 
17.6 
:  12.2 
15.3 

11.0 
16-6 
17.6 

12.2 
li^.7 

13.0 
16.0 
17.8 
12.7 
17.1 

11.8 
16.9 
19.0 

12.3 
19.2 

1.50 

i.Uo 

1.36 

1.25 
1.10 
1.06 

1.12 
1.06 

1/  National  average  support  prices  for  farmers  complying  or  not  complying 
with  their  acreage  allotments. 

Early  farrowings  will  be  up  more  than  late  farrowings  according  to  plans 
in  10  of  the  Com  Belt  States.    The  6  percent  prospective  gain  in  spring  far- 
rowings  in  these  States  is  made  up  of  8  and  5  percent  increases  in  Pecember  to 
February  and  March  to  May  litters  respectively. 

Thus  the  trend  toward  more  evenly  distributed  farrowings  throughout  the 
year  is  probably  being  resumed  after  a  one-year  interruption  in  I96O.  Far- 
rowings  in  Pecember-February  made  up  30  percent  of  the  entire  spring  crop  in  1955 < 
In  i960,  37  percent  of  the  sows  farrowed  in  these  months,  slightly  less  than  in 
1959.    If  hog  producers  in  I961  actually  follow  farrowing  intentions  in  10 
States,  early  pigs  will  make  up  a  record  proportion  of  the  total  spring  pig  crop. 

Table  2  shows  the  number  of  sows  farrowing  each  month  for  both  spring 
and  fall  crops,  1955  to  date.  These  estimates  as  well  as  the  number  of  pigs 
saved  and  pigs  saved  per  litter  have  been  revised  from  those  previously  pub- 
lished.   Revisions  are  based  on  data  obtained  from  the  Census  of  Agriculture 
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taken  in  the  fall  of  1959  and  on  other  data  which  have  become  available.  Hog 
production  was  generally  lowered  by  the  revisions,  with  changes  centered  large- 
ly in  Southern  and  Western  States.    Some  North  Central  States  were  revised  up- 
ward.   The  slightly  lower  U.  S.  pig  crop  numbers  will  require  a  downward  re- 
vision in  the  official  estimates  of  farm  slaughter  and  death  losses  of  hogs 
and  pigs  but  will  not  affect  the  official  estimates  of  commercial  slaughter. 

Next  Summer -Fall  Hog  Slaughter 
To  Exceed  I9S0 

roe  rate  of  hog  slaughter  is  expected  to  stay  below  i960  until  about 
mid-year,  when  marketings  from  the  late  I960  fall  farrowings  will  begin. 
Farrowings  in  October  and  November  were  above  the  previous  year  (table  2  ). 
Following  this,  slaughter  supplies  will  come  from  early  spring  pigs.  Although 
hog  prices  will  advance  seasonally  this  summer,  they  will  probably  not  avel-age 
much  different  from  last  summer.    And  if  the  spring  crop  turns  out  no  larger 
than  now  seems  likely,  the  seasonal  price  decline  this  fall  should  be  about 
usual  for  that  time  of  year.    No  price  collapse  is  in  view  although  prices  will 
average  notably  below  i960  fall  prices. 

Cattle  Slaughter  At  High  Level 

Cattle  slaughter  picked  up  considerably  during  i960  and  since  May  has 
been  above  year-earlier  levels.    Monthly  commercial  slaughter  held  below  re- 
cord rates  set  during  1955-57  although  September  slaughter  in  federally  in- 
spected plants  was  a  new  high  for  that  month. 

Three  factors  have  contributed  to  the  higher  slaughter  rate  this  past 
year,  and  may  continue  to  have  an  influence  on  slaughter  this  winter. 

First,  fed  cattle  marketings  have  been  large.    The  number  of  cattle  and 
calves  on  feed  in  each  quarter  this  year  has  continued  to  show  a  gain  over  a 
year  before.    Fed  cattle  marketings  have  largely  duplicated  this  pattern,  al- 
though sales  the  final  quarter  of  I96O  eased  off.    Feeders  have  apparently 
tried  to 'avoid  holding  cattle  too  long  and  have  marketed  at  lighter  weights. 
The  average  weight  of  slaughter  steers  sold  out  of  first  hands  at  12  markets 
was  below  a  year  earlier  through  August,  but  has  been  close  to  or  above  a  year 
before  since  the  slowup  in  marketings.    At  Chicago,  average  steer  weights  in- 
creased noticeably  dxiring  November  and  December  (table  h), 

A  second  reason  for  large  slaughter  is  the  speeded -up  rate  of  marketing 
all  kinds  of  cattle.  More  grass  steers  and  heifers  went  directly  to  slaughter 
this  fall  instead  of  into  feed  lots  or  for  roughing  through  the  winter.  More- 
over, the  3 -year  upswing  in  cattle  numbers  together  with  an  apparent  easing  in 
the  rate  of  herd  buildup  has  meant  increased  supplies  of  all  classes  of  cattle 
and  calves  available  for  slaughter. 
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The  third  reason  for  expanded  slaughter  is  associated  with  the  increase 
in  numbers  and.  poor  pasture  feed  conditions  this  past  summer  in  parts  of  the 
West.    Many  producers  stepped  up  sales  rather  than  face  the  prospect  of  buying 
hay  or  other  feeds  during  the  winter.    Cow  slaughter  especially  was  boosted  by 
dry  weather  and  in  July- September  was  nearly  a  third  larger  than  a  year  before. 

Steer  slaughter  in  federally  inspected  plants  reached  a  record  rate  of 
995^000  head  in  August  and  heifers  posted  a  new  high  in  October.    Cow  slaughter 
has  been  above  a  year  earlier  since  February  but  well  below  the  liquidation 
rates  set  in  1955-57-    Calf  slaughter  has  been  larger  than  a  year  earlier  since 
August  but  well  below  record  rates. 

A  high  slaughter  rate  that  includes  all  classes  of  cattle -rpartlcmlarly 
cows  and  calves --is  typical  of  the  peak  phase  of  the  cycle  in  cattle  numbers. 
However,  slaughter  has  not  been  large  enough  relative  to  the  size  of  our 
present  herd  to  turn  inventories  downward,  and  cattle  numbers  will  show  a  new 
high  as  of  January  1,  I961. 

Cattle  Slaughter  To  Decline  Seasonally; 
Little  Price  Change  Likely 

Cattle  slaughter  this  winter  is  expected  to  decline  seasonally  but  will 
likely  continue  above  a  year,  earlier.    It  will  probably  include  more  fed  cattle 
but  grass  cattle  will  provide  much  of  the  expected  increase. 

Cattle  prices  have  strengthened  during  the  last  couple  months,  in  con- 
trast to  a  decline  late  in  1959*    As  a  result  market  prices  of  many  classes 
and  grades  are  close  to  or. even  a  little  above  a  year  ago.    The  average  price 
to  farmers  for  beef  cattle  in  December  was  $20.30  for  100  pounds,  50  cents 
above  December  1959-    Cow  prices  were  below,  but  the  average  price  for  steers 
and  heifers  at  $23.^0  per  100  pounds  was  $.80  above  a  year  earlier.  Calf 
prices  were  down  from  last  year. 

It  currently  appears  that  about  as  many  or  slightly  more  cattle  are 
being  fed  this  winter  than  last.    October -November  shipments  of  stocker  and 
feeder  cattle  and  calves  into  8  North  Central  States  were  nearly  3  percent 
larger  than  d\iring  those  months  in  1959 •    Stocker  and  feeder  sales  at  10 
markets  during  these  months,  however,  were  down  from  a  year  earlier.  On 
October  1,  the  number  on  feed  in  26  feeding  States  was  only  1  percent  larger 
than  October  1959.    The  easing  off  in  marketings  in  fed  cattle  in  recent  weeks 
indicates  that  market  supplies  this  winter  will  be  a  little  larger  than  last. 
Prices  are  expected  to  remain  relatively  stable  for  some  weeks  and  will 
probably  not  duplicate  the  steady  uptrend  in  prices  occurring  in  early  I96O. 

Prices  for  cows  and  stocker  and  feeder  cattle  usually  pick  up  to  a 
spring-time  high  and  will  probably  do  so  this  year.    However  the  increase  may 
be  less  than  the  strong  advance  recorded  a  year  earlier.    Much  depends  on 
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price  trends  for  fed  cattle  and  the  disposition  of  cattle  now  on  wheat  pastures. 
If  the  generally  excellent  conditions  should  deteriorate  making  it  necessary 
to  move  many  of  these  cattle,  it  could  have  a  noticeable  effect  on  marketings. 
If  the  bulk  of  such  marketings  moved  to  slaughter  rather  than  into  feed  lots, 
it  could  prevent  much  of  the  prospective  improvement  in  prices. 

Lamb  Prices  To  Rise  Seasonally 

Prospects  are  that  sheep  and  lamb  slaughter  this  winter  will  decline 
seasonally  and  will  probably  be. about  as  large  as  last  winter.    Under  these 
conditions,  lamb  prices  stand  a  good  chance  of  a  rather  strong  seasonal  ad- 
vance and  by  spring  may  once  again  be  as  high,  or  nearly  so,  as  those  of  s.year 
earlier. 

Sheep  and  lamb  slaughter  usually  increases  to  a  fall  high  and  did  so 
in  i960.    Slaughter  has  been  above  year-earlier  levels  since  May  and  was  pro- 
bably large  enough  to  about  halt  the  uptrend  in  sheep  and  lamb  numbers. 
Slaughter  since  July  has  been  about    10    percent  larger  than  in  the  same  period 
in  1959*    Since  the  i960  lamb  crop  was  estimated  at  2  percent  larger  than  the 
1959  crop,  the  number  of  sheep  and  lambs  remaining  on  farms  January  1  was 
little  if  any  larger  than  January  I960.    A  larger  part  of  these  are  likely 
being  retained  for  grazing  on  wheat  pastures.    The  number  of  feeder  sheep  and 
lambs  received  in  8  Corn  Belt  States  in  July-November  was  12  percent  more  than 
a  year  before  but  many  of  these  had  been  sold  for  slaughter  by  the  year's  end. 

USDA  Purchases  of  Beef  and  Lard  in  I960 

During  the  fall  and  early  winter  of  I96O,  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agri- 
culture procured  k6,k  million  pounds  of  frozen  ground  beef,  33 '2  million 
pounds  of  canned  beef  and  gravy,  and  42,000  of  frozen  ground  lamb  for  distri- 
bution to  schools  participating  in  the  National  School  Lunch  Program.    A  total 
of  $34.7  million  of  the  $^4-5  million  transferred  by  Congress  from  Section  32 
(surplus  removal)  for  use  under  the  National  School  Lunch  Act  was  spent  for 
these  products.    During  the  same  period  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriciilture 
also  purchased  23. 1  million  pounds  of  lard  for  distribution  domestically  to 
needy  persons  and  institutions.    About  $3 •2  million  of  Section  32  funds  was 
used  for  lard.    In  November,  meat  purchases  for  schools  and  the  lard  purchase 
program  were  suspended. 

This  fall's  purchases,  together  with  the  29  million  pounds  of  lard  pro- 
cured in  March  and  April,  brought  the  total  purchases  of  meat  products  and  lard 
during  i960  to  almost  132  million  pounds.    About  $4l  million  was  spent  for 
these  products. 

USDA  Revises  Regulations  on  Smoked  Meat  Products 

The  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  has  revised  Federal  regulations  to 
permit  the  production  and  marketing  of  smoked  hams,  pork  shoulders,  pork  shoul- 
der picnics  and  pork  shoulder  butts  with  up  to  10  percent  added  moisture.  The 
revised  regulations  permit    federally  inspected  packers  to  compete  more  fully 
with  noninspected  plants  in  meeting  consumer  demand  for  Juicier  smoked  meats. 
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World  Meat  Consiuoption  and  Trade 

According  to  a  report  "by  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service,  world  meat  con- 
sumption continued  to  increase  during  1959  iDecause  meat  production  has  "been  in- 
creasing faster  than  population  for  several  years .  Production  increased  3  per- 
cent diiring  1959  and  was  23  percent  above  the  I95I-55  average. 

Per  capita  consumption  rose  in  21  or  two-thiI^is  of  the  countries  for  which 
detailed  estimates  have  "been  made.    Expanded  meat  output  and  the  relatively  high 
livestock  prices  have  "been  a  resiilt  of  increasing  consumer  incomes  throughout  the 
world  and  the  desire  for  a  better  standard  of  living  in  important  meat  producing 
countries . 

As  in  the  past,  there  were  great  variations  from  country  to  country  in  aver- 
age meat  consumption  per  person.    Australia  and  Uruguay  each  had  a  per  capita  con- 
sumption rate  of  234  pounds  while  meat  consumption  was  only  9  pounds  per  person  in 
Japan.    Table  6  shows  the  ranking  of  11  countries  with  the  highest  per  capita  meat 
consumption. 

Consumption  in  Argentina,  in  fourth  place,  fell  to  only  I66  pounds  from  237 
poimds  in  195^  as  production  dec3j.ned  shaiply  and  meat  prices  were  decontrolled. 
Other  countries  in  addition  to  Japan  with  low  level  of  meat  consumption  were  the 
Philippines  (22),  Spain  (36),  Greece  (40),  Portugal  (44)  and  Yugoslavia  (46). 

Approximately  49  percent  of  the  meat  consumed  in  the  world,  excluding  Commu- 
nist': China,  is  beef  and  veal,  42  percent  is  pork  and  8.5  percent  is  lamb,  mutton 
and  goat.    Less  than  one-half  of  1  percent  is  horsemeat. 

Although  the  United  States  is  the  fifth  ranking  country  in  the  world  for  per 
capita  consumption  of  meat  it  is  by  far  the  largest  meat  producer.    The  United 
States  consumed  around  29  percent  of  the  world's  meat  in  1959>  32  percent  of  the 
beef  and  veal,  28.5  percent  of  the  pork  bi;t  only  9  percent  of  the  lamb,  mutton 
and  goat. 

The  United  Kingdom  is  the  largest  meat  importer  in  the  world.    Shipped  in 
supplies  made  up  about  47  percent  of  consijmption  in  1959* 


Table  6. — Ifer  Capita  consumptionby  type  of  meat  in  11  selected  countries,  1959 


•                                        Class  of  Meat 

Country 

'  Beef  and  • 
•      veal  • 

Pork 

•    Lamb,  mutton, 
J        and  goat 

•  Canned 
'  meat 

;  Total  1/ 

lb. 

Lb. 

lb. 

Lb. 

Lb. 

Uruguay 

i  181 

17 

36 

2/ 

234 

Australia 

:  119 

21 

87 

7 

234 

New  Zealand 

99 

34 

89 

H 

222 

Argentina  : 

:  135 

14 

17 

166 

United  States 

:  87 

68 

5 

160 

Denmark 

:  53 

91 

1 

5 

3/147 

Canada 

:  72 

58 

3 

138 

Paraguay 

:  134 

u 

134 

United  Kingdom 

;  47 

44 

26 

131 

France 

:  60 

53 

6 

3/124 

West  Germany 

:  42 

67 

1 

2/ 

3/111 

1/  Beef^  veal,  lamb,  mutton,  goatmeat  and  pork  (excluding  lard).  2/  Included 
with  other  types.    3/  Includes  hor8ement,in  addition  to  other  types  shown. 
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RETAIL  MEAT  OUTLOOK 

The  average  retail  price  of  pork  is  currently  above  "but  the  price  of 
Choice  beef  is  nearly  the  same  as  a  year  ago.    Choice  beef  prices  have  been 
above  pork  prices  since  mid-195if  but  the  margin  narrowed  during  196O  from  about 
30  cents  a  pound  to  about  20  cents  (table  7  and  chart  page  16). 

In  November  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  index  of  retail  meat  prices 
was  115.7  (19^7-^9=100),  up  2  percent  from  November  1959-    The  Department's  in- 
dex of  prices  received  by  farmers  for  meat  animals  in  November  was  289  ( 1910-14= 
100)  or  5  percent  above  a  year  earlier. 

Retail  meat  prices  in  urban  centers  in  November  as  reported  by  BLS  were 
below  a  year  earlier  for  all  meat  items  except  frankfurters  and  pork  cuts. 
Most  beef  items  were  priced  about  3  cents  per  pound  under  November  1959'  Pork 
items  were  retailing  at  from  2  to  8  cents  above  a  year  before.    Wholesale  prices 
for  beef  and  veal  carcasses  increased  slightly  during  December  but  lamb  car- 
casses Ijare  trended  "-lower. 

Meat  Prices  To  Average  Above  Last  Winter 

It  seems  almost  certain  that  retail  prices  for  meat  during  the  next  few 
months  will  be  higher  than  in  early  I96O,  particularly  for  pork.    Retail  beef 
prices  this  winter  are  expected  to  change  little  from  recent  levels  and  to  con- 
tinue close  to  early  I96O  prices .    Moreover,  beef  supplies  wiUbe  ample  through- 
out 1961,  Hence,  there  may  be  relatively  short  periods  of  higher  prices  in  I96I 
but,  over  all,  prices  will  continue  to  trend  lower  as  they  have  this  past  year. 

Retail  pork  prices  rose  rather  steadily  during  the  first  half  of  196O  to 
climb  above  a  year  earlier  by  midyear.    Somewhat  lower  pork  prices  are  likely 
this  winter  but  pilces  are  expected  to  fluctuate  within  relatively  narrow  limits 
during  the  next  several  months  and  to  continue  above  last  winter's  prices. 

Retail  price  fo'r  leg  of  lamb  in  November  (BLS)  was  slightly  below  Novem- 
ber 1959'    Since  that  time  wholesale  prices  for  lamb  carcasses  have  declined 
slightly.    Retail  lamb  prices  will  likely  increase  seasonally  this  winter  and 
early  spring  as  lamb  production  eases  off.    However,  the  rise  in  prices  will  be 
tempered  by  relatively  stable  prices  for  other  meats  and  will  probably  be  less 
than  in  early  I96O. 

January -November  commercial  meat  production  totaled   24,726  million 
pounds,  5  percent  larger  than  a  year  earlier.    Output,  in  December  was  probably 
less  than  in  December  1959'    Less  meat  moved  into  storage  but  smaller  net  im- 
ports were  added  to  supplies  for  consumption.    As  the  total  gain  in  meat  sup- 
plies was  greater  than  the  gain  in  population,  consumption  per  person  in  I96O 
totaled  about  I6I  pounds,  compared  with  I60.I  pounds  in  1959' 

Total  meat  consumption  in  196I  is  expected  to  be  around  I65  pounds. 
Most  of  the  gain  will  be  in  beef  and  much  of  the  increase  will  occur  in  the 
last  half  of  the  year. 
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Table  7 • — Average  retail  price  of  pork  and  Choice  beef 
per  pound,  "by  months,  195^  to  date 

 Pork,  excluding  lard  


Year 


Jan< 


Feb, 


Mar. 


Apr. 


May 


June 


July 


Aug. 


Sept. 


Oct. 


Nov. 


Dec, 


Av. 


1956 
1957 
1958 
1959 
i960 


1956 
1957 
1958 

1959 
i960 


ct.    ct.  ct.  ct.   ct.  ct.  ct.  ct. 

U6.7  ^7-9  ^7.5  ^9.6  51.0  5^.8  5^-6  55.1 

55.7  58.1  56.6  57.^  59.0  61.8  6k. 2  67.0 

61.9  63.1  6h.2  65.1  65.6  67.9  69.1  68.2 

61.1  58.7  57.5  58.0  58.2  58.5  58.1  56.5 

51.9  51.9  53.0  5^.8  56.1  57.6  59.0  59.7 


Ct .    Ct .    ct  I 


ct, 


55.9  55.2  53.1  53.7 

65.2  60.4  58.1  59.1 

65.3  63.k  61.8  6l.k 
57.2  55.5  53.8  52.2 
58.7  59.0  58.5 


Beef,  Choice  grade 


63.5  62.0  60.8  6l.k  62.6  63.7  64.9  68.2 
66.8  66.6  65.7  68.4  69.9  70.7  72.4  73.4 
77.3  78.4  80.7  82.8  82.5  83.0  82.9  80.7 

82.6  83.3  83.2  83.3  83.7  83.3  83.6  82.0 
81.5  81.0  81.2  82.6  81.6  81.0  80.4  80.4 


Ct. 

52.1 
60.2 
64.8 
57.1 


72.4  72^9  71.0  68.6  66.0 

73.9  72.7  72.4  74.0  70.6 

80.4  80.7  81.0  81.3  81.0 

82.1  82.2  82.3  81.9  82.8 
79.6  79.4  79.3 


Computed  from  data  of  the  Bu3?eau  of  Labor  Statistics  by  the  ^fe.rketing  Re- 
search Division,  AMS. 
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Outlook  for  Sausage 'Meat 


Sausage  products  under  Federal  inspection  totaled  approximately  2,3Si) 
million  pounds  in  I96O,  2  percent  more  than  a  year  earlier.    Increases  in  frank- 
furters and  other  smoked  or  cooked  sausage  ("bologna  type)  accounted  for  most  of 
the  gain.    Output  of  fresh  finished  items,  which  contain  pork,  was  down  from  a 
year  earlier  as  domestic  pork  production  fell  "below  a  year  before.  Domestic 
production  of  the  kinds  of  beef  used  in  processing  increased  and,  as  a  result 
less  meat  was  imported. 

Sausage  production  is  declining  and  will  probably  reach  a  seasonal  low 
this  winter.    The  weekly  i*ate  of  sausage  output,  including  canned  sausage  items, 
declined  from  nearly  50  million  pounds  in  May  to  k-3  million  pounds  per  week 
near  the  end  of  I96O. 

Production  of  the  grades  of  beef  used  in  manufacturing  will  be  somewhat 
smaller  this  winter  than  in  recent  months  but  will  be  above  a  year  earlier.  Cow 
slaughter  will  be  up  as  will  slaughter  of  other  unfinished  cattle.    Pork  trim- 
mings will  be  less  plentiful  than  last  year. 

Imports  of  meat  will  probably  continue  smaller  this  winter  than  last. 
Increased  availability  of  domestic  supplies  plus  strengthening  world  demand  for 
meat  will  likely  mean  smaller  imports  of  beef.    Pork  production  in  Canada,  our 
principal  foreign  supplier,  is  also  cyclically  low  and  U.  S.  imports  are  running 
below  a  year  ago. 


COW  SLAUGHTER,  BY  MONTHS* 
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Table  8. --Cattle  and  hog  slaughter,  meat  imports  and  stocks, 
and  sausage  production,  by  quarters  1959  to  date 


Federally  inspected  slaughter 

Period 

Cattle 

!  Hogs 

Total 

Cows 

;  1961 

i960 

1959 

1961 

;  i960  ; 

1959 

1961  ;  i960  ;  1959 

1,000 
head 

1,000 
head 

1,000 
head 

1,000  1,000  1,000 

head      head  head 

1,000 

head 

1,000 
head 

1,000 
head 

Jan. -Mar. 
Apr. -June 
July-Sept. 
Oct. -Dec. 

1/^,900  U,578 
^,709 
5,161 
2A,950 

3,995 
^,318 
^,5^6 
k,600 

1/1,200       978  928 
1,005  880 
1,172  9^3 
2/1,300  1,085 

1/17,000  iQ^k-jk 
l6,lU0 

2/16,900 

17,301+ 
15,523 
15,929 
19,952 

Year 

2/19,^00  17,^59 

3,836 

2/66,185 

68,708 

Imports 
all  meat  3./ 

Meat  stocks  in 
cold  storage  begin- 
ning of  quarter  hj 

Sausage 
production  5,/ 

1961 

:  i960  : 

1959 

1961    :  i960  :  1959 

•  1961 

i960 

1959 

Mil. 
lb. 

Mil. 
lb. 

Mil. 
lb. 

Mil.        Mil.  Mil. 
lb.          lb.  lb. 

Mil. 
lb. 

Mil. 
lb. 

Mil. 
lb. 

Jan . -Mar . 
Apr. -June 
July- Sept. 
Oct. -Dec. 

1/160 

168 
190 
232 
2/175 

206 
2jk 
277 
197 

3kk  1+62 
598  602 
591  582 
403  hoS 

1/600 

581 
622 
60k 
2/575 

599 
610 
565 

Year 

2/785 

95^ 

2/2.382 

2,319 

1/  Forecast. 

2/  Partly  estimated. 

3/  Total  red  meat  imports,  product  weight. 

hJ  Includes  beef,  veal,  pork,  lamb,  mutton  and  canned  meats  in  public  cold 
storage. 

3j  Federally  inspected  production  of  all  sausage,  including  loaf,  head  cheese, 
jellied  products  and  the  following  canned  items:    Luncheon  meat,  viennas,  franks 
and  weiners  in  brine,  deviled  ham,  other  potted  or  deviled  meat  food  products,  bulk 
sausage  and  sausage  in  oil. 
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Supply  and  distribution  of  meat,  by  months,  July   1960    to  date 


Commercially  produced  - 

Total  a/ 

Meat 
and 
period 

Supply 

Distribution 

Civilian 
consumption 

Produc - 
tion 

:  Begin- 

Exports  : 

Ending 

stocks 

:  Civilian 
:  consumption 

Produc - 
tion 

Total  : 

person 

:  ning 
stocks 

: Imports 

and  : 
shipments 

:Military 

:  Total 

:  Per 

: person  Ij'' 

Beef: 

Mil. 
lb. 

Mil. 
lb. 

Lb. 

Lb. 

July 

August 

September 

1,163 
i,30i+ 

1,295 

1^5 
lh6 
153 

80 
109 
76 

5 
5 

1U6 
153 
162 

28 
31 
31 

1,210 
1,370 
1,326 

6.8 
7.7 

7.5 

3rd  quarter 

3,762 

Ih^ 

265 

ih 

162 

90 

3,906 

22.0 

^/  22.5 

October 

November 

December 

1,259 
1,188 

162 
172 

53 

5 

172 
168 

27 
25 

1,270 

7.1 

kth  quarter 

Veal: 

July 

August 

September 

85 

99 
102 

8 
8 
8 

1 
1 
1 

1 

8 
8 

9 

2 
2 
2 

81+ 
98 

99 

.5 

.6 

.  .6 

3rd  quarter 

286 

8 

3 

1 

9 

6 

281 

1.6 

October 

November 

December 

98 

91 

9 

n 

3 

11 
13 

2 
2 

97 

.5 

Uth  quarter 

Lamb  and 
mutton : 

July 

August 

September 

57 
65 
68 

12 
13 
13 

6 
6 
2 

1 

13 
13 
13 

V 

1 

V 

62 

70 
69 

.3 
.h 
.h 

3rd  quarter 

190 

12 

ih 

1 

13 

1 

201 

1.1 

3/1.1 

October 

November 

December 

70 
63 

13 
12 

2 

12 
12 

73 

.h 

kth  quarter  , 

Pork: 

July 

August 

September 

723 

Qh9 
8U5 

351 
29^ 
221 

17 

ih 
ih 

8 

10 
12 

29^+ 
221 
158 

12 

15 

Ih 

777 

911 
896 

h.h 
5.1 
5.0 

3rd  quarter 

2,^+17 

351 

h5 

30 

15B 

hi 

2,5^h 

li^.5 

3/  15.5 

October 

November 

December 

Q8k 
956 

158 

ihh 

15 

11 

Ihh 
155 

15 
13 

887 

5.0 

Uth  quarter 

All  meat: 

July 

August 

September 

2,028 
2,317 
2,310 

516 
h6l 
395 

lOU 
130 
93 

12 
15 

19 

I161 
395 
3^2 

h2 
h9 
hi 

2,133 
2,^9 
2,390 

12.0 
13.8 
I3.h 

3rd  quarter 

6,655 

516 

327 

I16 

3^+2 

13B 

6,972 

39.2 

3/ 1^0.5 

October 

November 

December 

2,311 
2,298 

3^2 
339 

73 

16 

339 
3hQ 

hh 
ho 

2,327 

13.1 

Uth  quarter 

1/  Derived  from  estimates  by  months  of  population  eating  out  of  civilian  food  supplies,  unadjusted  for  underenumeration . 
2/  Includes  production  and  consumption  from  farm  slaughter. 
3/  Estimated. 

^  Less  than  500,000  pounds. 
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Item 

19^9 

November  • 

Deceniber  • 

October 

•  November 

c  Deceniber 

Caxxle  and  caJ-ves 

\ 

•  iJ0J_Lars  per 

I  100  pounds 

27.94 

27.22 

25.89 

27.14 

27.97 

do 

26.53 

25.57 

2h,<^k 

26.08 

2d.  06 

•  do 

25.19 

23.87 

23.80 

24.93 

25.42 

do 

23.20 

22.26 

21.88 

23.01 

23.16 

:         do . 

23.09 

20.87 

20.12 

23.95 

23.63 

TTJ-J  -|  J  J--. 

*  do 

20.27 

18.60 

20.03 

21,06 

21.10 

•  do 

26. 31 

25.26 

24.83 

26.00 

26. 61 

do 

2U.  U9 

23.78 

23.29 

24. 38 

24. 71 

do 

2^4^.62 

2i|-.01 

23.48 

24.50 

25.34 

Govs  ^   Clu  C8,§0 

■ 

:         do . 

16.00 

15.86 

14.86 

14.90 

15.48 

do 

1^4-.  20 

IU.79 

14.24 

14.31 

14,90 

do. 

12.  U7 

13.63 

12.26 

12.78 

13.04 

:  do. 

... 

29.50 

24.80 

24.76 

24.50 

Stocker  sjid.  feed.er  steers^  Ka.nsa,s  City  1/   » *  •  • 

do 

23.3^ 

22.51 

21.59 

22.54 

23.61 

Price  received  by  fanners 

• 

do. 

20.20 

19.80 

19.10 

19.40 

20.30 

!          do . 

23.70 

23.10 

20.80 

21.40 

22.50 

Hogs 

Ban^"^vB  and  ^ilts 

Ciii  cago 

do 

do 

12.92 

12.20 

17.50 

17.71 

IO.O7 

do 

13 '06 

1.2. h2 

17.82 

17.97 

18 .  21 

do 

12.00 

11.97 

17.81 

17.87 

17.80 

do 



11.  U7 

17.73 

17.66 

17.13 

:         do . 



— " 

— 

12.75 

11.87 

17.60 

17.65 

17.49 

:  do. 

12.61 

11.86 

17.30 

17.36 

17.27 

:  do. 

10.08 

8.88 

14.65 

li+.33 

13.13 

do 

12.10 

11.30 

16.90 

16.60 

16. 20 

Eo^— com  price  ratio  3/ 

11.  D 

10.0 

16.3 

18.4 

12.3 

11.0 

17.1 

19.2 

17.0 

Diieep  €Lnd  Xamos 

''   Dollars  per 

:  100  po\mds 

Slaughter  ewes.  Good  and  Choice,  Chicago  ... 

:  do. 

i^.57 

i+.55 

5.68 

do. 

5.25 

5.30 

4.69 

4.81 

5.29 

Lamhs 

• 

:         do . 

19.26 

17.84 

18.33 

17.46 

17. 26 

:  do. 

18.13 

17.10 

15.98 

15.95 

15.78 

do. 

17.20 

16.60 

16.30 

15.90 

16.00 

All  meat  animals 

Index  number  price  received  hy  fanaers 

( T  m  n  1        c\r\  \ 

276 

2do 

200 

2o9 

Meat 

VJholesale,  Chxc^^o 

I  iX)_L_Lars  per 

Steer  heef  carcass.  Choice,  ^00—^^^  pounds 

42.71 

42.06 

42.  DO 

44.67 

do 

^0.  ^9 

30.  Id 

41.33 

39.99 

39-  23 

Cccrposite  hog  products  % 

Including  lard 

•  uoxjLars 

15.35 

14.  d3 

19.37 

19.72 

19.77 

do 

21.35 

20.35 

26. 94 

27. 43 

27. 50 

:         do . 

19.08 

id.ko 

22.98 

23.27 

23.34 

do 

26.87 

25.91 

32.36 

32.77 

32.87 

Excluding  lard 

■ 

:         do . 

17.16 

16.65 

20.80 

20.99 

21 . 12 

:         do . 

30.65 

29.7^ 

37.15 

37.  ^^9 

37.  72 

Retail,  United  States  average 

:  Cents 

*    per  pound 

fti  0 
ox.y 

79-'^ 

79.3 

:  do. 

^  53.6 

52.2 

59.0 

58.5 

Index  nmber  meat  prices  (BI£) 

•  90.2 

88.0 

97.6 

95.6 

: 113.5 

111.7 

116.0 

115.7 

1/  Average  all  weights  and  grades. 

2/  Chicago,  St.  Louis  N.  S.  Y.,  Kansas  City,  CSnaha,  Sioux  City,  S.  St.  Joseph,  S.  St.  Paul,  and  Indianapolis. 
3/  Number  bushels  of  corn  equivalent  in  value  to  100  pounds  of  live  hogs. 
5y  Includes  beef  and  veal,  pork   leg  of  lamb  ant?  other  meats. 
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Selected  marketing,  slaughter  and  stocks  statistics  for  meat  animals  and  meat 


Unit 
 1  - 

1959  • 

i960 

November 

:  December  • 

October 

'  November  • 

December 

151 

162 

IU9 

Stocker  and  feeder  siu.pments  to 

0  uom  i5exu  oTiaoes 

1,006 

5^0 

1,319 

881^ 

ill! 

14-1 

Cry  a 
DlD 

215 

olaTAgnter  "under  rederal  inspection 

* 

Numter  slauglitered 

Cattle 

do 

1,4-62 

1,552 

i,T4b 

X,  Dcip 

do 

750 

Pll  ^ 
O40 

OOif 

Heifers 

do 

325 

335 

395 

J  1 

do 

370 

360 

do 

10 

17 

0)1 

21 

do 

430 

Il 

51b 

do 

1,070 

1,182 

1,353 

XjXyii 

do 

6,337 

D,9oO 

5,1+07 

•  Percent  * 

9 

0 

0 

( 

8 

1,043 

1,052 

do 

200 

1  nC 
196 

210 

xyo 

•  do 

oft 
90 

lUx 

95 

QO 

yy 

.  •  do. 

2U1 

2^0 

Average  production 

586 

do 

593 

6O5 

pOii 

do 

IIJ+ 

112 

-L-L  f 

•  Ar\ 

1,  Q 

^9 

4o 

4ft 

139 

137 

1  oft 
130 

Xf  £: 

Pork J  per  100  pounds  live  veight  . . 

>  • . :    do  • 

58 

57 

eft 
50 

t;ft 

33 

34 

31 

31 

Lard,  per  100  pounds  live  veight  . . 

. . . :    do . 

Ik 

l^^ 

13 

Total  production 

:  Million 

S6k 

1,01U 

9i+8 

do 

60 

54 

do 

P-L 

62 

57 

•  An, 

8T7 

1 

809 

•  rln 

209 

167 

XU  ( 

T  7Q 

• 

Number  slaughtered 

:  1, 000 

2  108 

1,q99 

1,999 

2,239 

•  r!n 

60I 

701 

ft<%o 

775 
1  1  y 

1,212 

1,325 

1,525 

•  An 

7A73 

8,259 

^    )i  CO 

6  7Q'5 

Total  production 

:  Million 

1,188 

•  1,080 

1,160 

1,259 

•  An 

oO 

oO 

oft 
90 

•  An 

57 

TO 

1,028 

1,125 

00  H- 

235 

268 

192 

Cold  storage  stocks  first  of  month 

i  163 

177 

162 

172 

168 

:  8 

Q 

9 

11 

13 

•  do. 

:  12 

13 

13 

12 

12 

:  185 

22i; 

158 

144 

155 

:  i^21 

1+77 

U03 

402 

410 

1/  Federally  Inspected,  and  other  wholesale  and  retail. 

2/  Includes  stocks  of  canned  meats  in  cooler  in  ad.dition  to  the  four  meats  listed. 
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Index  to  I960  issues 

Cattle  and  calves 

Calf  crop— AUG.,  NOV. 
Cash  receipts --JULY 
Feeding: 

Costs  and  returns — AUG.,  NOV. 

Number  on  feed: 
U.  S.--MAR. 

Outlook--NOV. 

Price  margins  in  feeding — AUG. 
Foreign  trade--MAY.,  NOV. 
Live  weight  of  production — MAY 
Number  on  farms  Jan.  1: 

By  class--MAR.,  AUG.,  NOV. 

Rank  of  States --MAR. 

Sold  out  of  first  hands --MAY 
Outlook- -NOV. 
Price  spread- -JAN.  I961 

Price  for  selected  classes — MAR.,  AUG.,  NOV. 
Slaughter- -NOV. 

Under  Federal  inspection,  by  class  of  cattle — MAY,  JULY,  NOV. 

Feed 

Outlook— NOV. 
Hogs 

Cash  receipts --JULY 

Changing  Seasonal  Patterns --SEPT. 

Demand  for  Pork --SEPT.  ( 
Distribution  of  farrowings  and  slaughter — SEPT. 
Hog-corn  price  ratio--SEPT. ,  NOV.,  JAN.  I961 
Live  weight  of  production --MAY 
Number  on  farms  Jan.  1 — MAR. 

Number  of  sows  farrowing  and  pigs  saved,  U.  S.--JULY,  AUG.,  SEPT.,  JAN.  I96I 

Rank  of  States  in  pigs  saved- -MAR. 
Outlook:    Spring  pigs --SEPT. 
Pig  crops --MAY,  NOV. 
Price  spread- -JAN.  I96I 
Slaughter : 

Under  Federal  inspection- -MAY 

U.  S.— MAY,  SEPT.,  NOV. 


Continued 
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Index  to  I96O  issues --Continued 

Meats 

Canned  meat: 

Supply  and  distribution- -MAY 
Consumption- -MAR.,  MAY,  AUG.,  NOV. 
Edible  offals:     Supply  and  distribution- -MAY 
Foreign  consumption- -JAN.  I961 
Foreign  trade--MAR.,  MAY,  AUG.,  NOV. 
Outlook- -NOV. 

Production- -MAE.,  MAY,  AUG.,  NOV. 
Retail  price: 

By  cuts— MAY,  JULY,  SEPT.,  NOV. 

CdBQ)OSite— MAR.,  JAN.  I96I 
Retail  value --NOV. 
Meat  animals 

Cash  receipts --JULY 

Rank  of  States --JULY 
Foreign  trade — MAY 
Number  on  farms,  Jan.  1--MAR.,  NOV. 

Prices  for  selected  classes--MAR. ,  MAY,  JULY,  SEPT.,  NOV. 
Publications  on  marketing,  list  of- -NOV. 

Sheep  and  lambs 

Cash  receipts --JULY 
Fecsding: 

Costs  and  returns --MAY 

Number  on  feed — MAR. 
Lamb  crop --NOV. 

Mohair  production  and  va.lue--MAR. 

Live  weight  of  production — MAY 

On  farms,  Jan.  1:    Number- -MAR. ,  AUG.,  NOV. 

Rank  of  States --MAR. 
Outlook- -NOV. 
Slaughter- -MAY,  NOV. 

Wool  production,  price  and  income — MAR. 


U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
Washington  25,  D.  C  . 
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NOTICE 


check  here   

and  your  name  w 
the  mailing  list 


7  return  this  sheet, 
111  be  dropped  from 


H  your  address  should  be  chansed, 
write  the  new  address  on  this  sheet 
and  return  the  whole  sheet  to: 

^^inistrathre  Services  Division  (ML) 
Agricultural  Marketing  Service 
U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
Washington  25,  D.  C. 
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